CHAPTER IV.

HINDOO FESTIVALS.

THE   DUSRAH,   OR   DOORGA   POOJAH.

" In so enlightened an age as the present, I shall
perhaps be ridiculed if I hint as my opinion, that the
observance of certain festivals is something more than
a mere political institution."

HORACE WALPOLE.

FACTS, perhaps, will not bear us out in
the opinion, that idolatrous nations have
all in turn, adopted the same objects of
worship, under different titles; yet nature,
as the primeval source of religious impulse,
would, in all rude times, suggest the ne-
cessity of revering particular objects, varied